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"Aucas." The name "Aucas," meaning wild or
savage people, is locally applied to the Ssabela
Indians, a hostile tribe living between the Curaray
and the Napo Rivers.
"A year or two ago," Padre Leon said, "a war
party of them even reached the outskirts of Huito
itself, killing several of the inhabitants/'
At the time I rather doubted this party was com-
posed of Aucas; yet it was true that a few weeks
before our arrival a small band of them had mur-
dered a man and a woman several miles away.
The effect on the Expedition was instantaneous.
Our Indian cook, engaged to replace Hector's aim-
less meanderings in the kitchen, deserted on the
spot and vanished into the bush.
For the "Aucas" to come so far from their own
hunting grounds, right through the Zaparo terri-
tory, seemed to me indeed unusual. I could not
understand it.
I was considerably set back by the Padre's in-
formation, for the Rio Villano (meaning "villain")
flows into the Curaray; and it was by going down
this tributary that we hoped to reach that great
river, there to obtain the aid of the friendly Zaparos.
From them we had great expectations of obtaining
a fine collection of ethnological specimens and data
for the Museum, and upon their aid we depended
for the descent and mapping of the Curaray to the
frontier.
The whole region between Huito and Puyo is